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MINUTES





Japan International Cooperation Agency information session 
29 July 2013, Building 23 Room 85
In attendance:

Jun Takashima: JICA South Africa
Themba Belle: CSIR Strategic Alliances
Eunice Ndeke: CSIR Strategic Alliances
1. Purpose of the meeting
The Strategic Alliances office requested the meeting with Jun Takashima to understand Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) activities in Africa. Jun is a project coordinator of a science-based project called “Observational studies in South African mines to mitigate seismic risks”. Jun provided an overview of JICA’s work in South Africa. Some of the collaborators in that study are the CSIR –CMI as well as Council for GeoSciences.
2.  Japan International Aid
International aid by Japanese government is in line with South Africa’s National Development Plan and aims to accelerate social-economic development and effective assistance to rural communities. Japan has provided Official Development Assistance (ODA) to developing countries for more than half a century. ODA and JICA has helped foster human resources, technology transfer and infrastructure development in different countries through technical cooperation. Japanese ODA sets priorities on the following areas:

· Human resources development and building infrastructure

· Promotion of participation and integration of socially vulnerable people into social-economic activities

· Promotion of economic development

3. Science and Technology Research Partnership for Sustainable Development (SATREPS)
SATREPS is a Japanese government programme that promotes international joint research. The programme is structured as collaboration between the Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST), which provides competitive research funds for science & technology projects, and JICA, which provides development assistance. Based on the needs of developing countries, the programme aims to address global issues, advance science and develop capacity.

SATREPs research fields are the following:

· Environment/energy Climate change, Low carbon society
· Bio-resources 

· Natural disaster prevention

· Infectious diseases control

4. JICA’s Assistance Schemes 
ODA is broadly classified into two types: bilateral aid and multilateral aid. Bilateral aid falls under technical cooperation and loan aid.

Technical cooperation

Technical cooperation draws on Japan’s technology and experience to nurture the human resources who will promote social – economic development in developing countries. It includes training, dispatch of experts, provision of equipment and implementation of studies aimed at supporting policy making and planning of public works projects.

Loan aid

Loan aid supports the efforts of developing countries to advance by providing these nations with the capital necessary for development under long-term and substantially lower interest rates than commercial rates.

Grant aid
Grant aid provides necessary funds to promote social-economic development to developing countries with no obligation for repayment.
Multilateral aid is an indirect method of providing assistance to developing countries by providing financing or donating funds to international organisations.

5. Way forward
Jun indicated that participation of CSIR researchers in JICA projects is coordinated by South Africa and Japan governments through the DST and NRF. Calls for project proposals are announced once joint projects are identified. Jun provided us with information of the recent South Africa/Japan joint science and technology research collaboration. The Call has been placed on CSIR intraweb and the blog. The Japan’s funding schemes will be added to the blog.
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