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• Contrary to much analysis ANC support is on a long-term slide 

• This despite real increases in living standards especially in poorer quintiles 

• Ironically these very improvements have driven increased expectations of 
future improvements 

• These cannot be met because the education system and labour market 
deny, most, young people the ability to realise those expectations 

• Without policy reform and growth >5% GDP high unemployment and 
dependency levels will drive the growing protest movement 

• In the short term this will motivate government to borrow/regulate in 
desperate bid to meet unmet popular demands – which will simply 
exacerbate the mess it is in 

• Critically we assume (an arguable point) the ANC cannot completely 
destroy our democratic institutions  

• If that assumption is valid the only conclusion left to draw is that ANC will 
ultimately have to reform its policy mix to promote growth over 
redistribution, attain growth levels in excess of 5%, deregulate the labour 
market, abandon racial policy, and fix the education system 

• If it fails at this, and SA remains a broadly free and open society, we 
consider that its slide will accelerate into an electoral defeat 25 
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CONTACT US  

You have been listening to the Unit for Risk Analysis 
- the consulting arm of the SA Institute of Race 
Relations. At the URA we work with planners and 
strategists across the government, political, and 
corporate sectors. 

Over 180 corporations and government 
departments are currently subscribed to our 
reports and support services. To join them please 
email sherwin@sairr.org.za or me directly at 
fcronje@sairr.org.za or find out more about our 
work on South Africa at www.sairr.org.za and on 
Africa at www.gga.org  

mailto:sherwin@sairr.org.za
mailto:fcronje@sairr.org.za
http://www.sairr.org.za/
http://www.gga.org/
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